ORDER of a GOSPEL CHURCH, 
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MET in ASSOCIATIO at CLOUGHFOLD; 
in LANCASHIRE, Tous 3d and 4th, 1789, 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, 


Meeting at Leeds, Gilderſome, Rawdon, Halifax; 
Salendine- Nook, Hebden- Bridge, Wainſgate, 
Rochdale, Bacup, Cloughfold „Accrington, Black- 
burn, Preſton, Colne, Barnoldſwick, Cowling- 
Hill, and Sutton, ſend Chriſtian ſalutation. 


Darly beloved Brethren, 


T our laſt Aﬀociation, at Sutton, in Craven, it was 

unanimouſly determined to ſet before you, in our Cir- 

cular Letter this year, the nature of that diſcipline which our 
* Maſter has eſtabliſned in his Church. 
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Man is evidently 4 ſocial being; arid we learn, from ths 
New Teſtament, that the Chriſtian Religionis ſaited to his ſocial 
nature. Jeſus Chriſt intended that his diſciples ſhould form 
themſelves into particular ſocieties, and has laid down various 
rules for thoſe ſocieties to obſerve ; and we cannot but think, 
that a due attention to theſe rules, would greatly promote their 
proſperity and happineſs. os 


As we are about to treat of Church-Order, it may be 
neceſſary juſt to obſerve, that by a Church we intend © a par- 
ticular ſociety of Chriſtians, voluntarily united together in the 
faith and order of tlie goſpel, and uſually aſſembling, for divine 
worſhip, in one place. . 


Tou need not be told, that a Church of Jeſus Chriſt ought to 

confitt of ſuch, and on/y ſuch, as make a credible and ſcriptural 

projection of tepentance towards God, and faith towards our 
zord Jeſus Chriſt. e . 


The officers in 4 Church, properly organized, are Biſhops, 

or Paſtors; and Deacons. The biſhop, or paſtor, is to read 

and ſtudy the ſacred fcriptures, with diligence, impartiality, 5 
and fervent prayer for divine illumination to preach the word : 

to adminiſter the poſitive inſtitutions of the goſpel, viz. 

baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper :—to be inſtant, in ſeaſon and 

out of ſeaſon: to reprove, rebuke and exhort, with all Jong- oy 

ſuffering py dogrins —to feed the flock of Chriſt, over p 

which the Holy Ghoſt has made him an' overſeer :—and, if 

circuniſtances will admit, he is (to uſe the Apoſtle's language) 

to give himſelf wholly to theſe things. | 
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The deacons are to ſuperintend the temporal affairs of the 
Church; and ielpecially to ſee that the neceſſities of the poor 
be properly ſupplied, either from the pariſn- fund, or the 
Church's liberality. And tho' the Church's ſtock is not 
now fo large as that of tha firſt Chriſtian Church at Jeruſalem, 
which, for particular reaſons, had all things eommon; yet 
the deacon's office is ſtill of great importance, and much 

depends on the proper execution of it. And therefore, that 

the Church may unſuſpectingly conſide in them, the deacons 
mould be men e hong. report, full :of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
wifdom, ee FL irs 6 


b Every | 


4 2 ; 


_Exery church has an undoubted right to chuſe its. own 
Q Cers. PE: { ' | 2 7 | 
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There are reciprocal duties, which the members of a Chriſ- 
tian Church owe one to another, viz. That they regu- - 
larly fill up their place in the houſe, and at the table of the 
ord; and forſake not the aſſembling of themſelves together 
for the worſhip of God, on the Lord's day, and at other/feas 
ſons appointed by the Church: that they love one another 
as brethren, with pure hearts fervently :—converſe with one 
another frequently :—admoniſh one another faithfully :—- 
forgive one another freely :—relieve one another chearfully: 
pray for one another conſtantly —fympathize with one another 
' affectionately ; rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with Þ- 
them that weep ; bear one another's burdens. and fo fulfil the 
law of Chriſt. The Church of Chriſt is frequently compared 
to the human body, in which, if one member is honoured all 
the members rejoice with it; and on the other hand, if one 
mbemer ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it: 1 Cor. xii. 26. 
Chriſt bore the infirmities of all his people; and they, in im- 
tation of him, fhould mutually bear one another's infirmittes. 
How happy would the ſocieties of Chriſtians be, were this the 
's | 


The Church, in order to preſerve its purity and honour, is 
required to ſeparate from its communion certain perſons, 
whoſe characters the ſcriptures. particularly point out; ſuch, 
for inſtance, as fornicators, cavetous perſons, idolators, railers, 
drunkards, extortioners, and hereticks, (or ſuch as abſolutely 
and obſtinately deny any eſſential article of the Chriftian faith, 
in order to form a party in the Church), and, in a word, all 
fuch as indulge any of thoſe yices which appear to be iricom- . 
patible with the Chriſtian character. 1 Car. v. 17. Tit. iii. ro. 
We ought, certainly, to uſe every means in order to prevent 
the neceſſity of exerciſing this very painful part of Church diſ- 
cipline. If the mortification of the member can be ſtopped, 
let it not be cut off; if it cannot, better part with one member, 
than ſuffer the whole body to periſh, Beſides, for the Church 
not to ſeparate from its communion, thofe whom the Word of 
God marks out for excluſion, would be doing an eſſential injury 
to the perſons themſelves, as well as to the fociety to which 
they belong. It would be likely to harden them in their 
Gnful courſes. In order, therefore, to reclaim offender - and 
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to preſerve the honour of religion, the Church 'is required ts 
put away ſuch wicked perſons. 1 Cor. v. iI. 


The excluſion of diſorderly members, is a part of diſcipline 
which ought to be performed with great ſeriouſneſs ; and ac- 
companied with fervent. prayer. The ſcriptures preſcribe no 
particular form to be obſerved on ſuch occaſions ; but it may 
proper, after the Church, on mature deliberation, has de- 
termined that any member ought to be excluded, that the 
| Paſtor, in behalf of the Church, ſolemnly declare, in the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ſuch a perſon, proved guilty of 
ſuch and ſuch a crime, is no longer a member of that Church [ 
but to be conſidered as one of the, world, until he repent. 


A perſon excluded from Church-Fellowſhip, tho' we are 
commanded to conſider him as a Heathen' Man and a Publican, 
is ſtill entitled to the common offices of humanity and friend- 
ſhip ;—we ought to be deeply affected with his ſtate, to pray 
for him, and to do all in our power to reclaim him from 
his error or vice; and if our prayers be heard, and our endea- 
vours prove ſucceſsful, ſo that he be brought to confeſs and 
forſake his wickedneſs, we ought chearfully to re-admit him to 
thoſe privileges, from which he had been excluded. ** 
There are ſome characters, which, tho' a Church may not 
be authorized immediately to exclude from its communion, 
yet ate repreſented, in the Scriptures, as diſorderly perſons, 
and ought therefore to be cenſured and admoniſned: Such, for 
inſtance, are idle perſons, who are not only uſeleſs, but a bur- 
den to ſociety, and a diſgrace to the Church of Chriſt :— 
unruhy perſons, who will not ſubmit to the ſacred laws of 
the Church, or to the reaſonable inſtitutions of civil govern- 
.. ment :—In' ſhort, all diſorderly perſons, of every deſcription ; 
_ withdraw yourſelves from every brother that walketh diſorderly. 


Our great Law-giver has particularly told his Diſciples in what 
manner they are to proceed, in all caſes of private offences. Matt. 
Xvi. 15, 16, and 17. {f thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, &c. 
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If, in the courſe of Divine Providence, a perſon be removed 
to ſqch a diſtance from the particular Church, of which he 
is a member, as to render him incapable” of regularly filling 
up his place in it, he may be diſmiſſed to ſome other Church, 
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with which he can more conveniently- attend, in order that 
12 may enjoy the privileges of Chriſtian- Fellowſhip. | 
In performing any act of Church-Diſcipline, it is peculiarly 
deſirable that all the members be unanimouſly agreed. It is 
true, there may be particular caſes in which it is neceſſary for 
an affair to be determined by a majority of the members; but 
nothing ſhort of abſolute neceſſity can, we think, juſtify us 
in driving matters to ſuch an extremity. Indeed, we ought 
to make no compliances that will bring guilt upon our con- 
ſciences :—But in matters of doubtful diſputation, in which 
conſcience is not particularly concerned, they that are ſtrong 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe 
themſelves. We ought always to exerciſe that charity, hk 
the Apoſtle tells us, is the bond of perfettneſs; and to be 
ready to ſacrifice eyery thing, but truth and a good conſcience, 
in order to preſerve the peace of the Church, and to prevent 
animoſities and diviſions., See 1 Cor. xiii. 14. and former part 
of the 15th chapter, where the Apoſtle profeſſedly treats on this 
ſubject, ” ; ** 


Tho' every c ae Church has, within itſelf, a full 
power of exercifing every kind of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ne- 
ceſfary for its own edification ; and tho* one Church is by no 
means bound by the decifions of any other Church; yet it is 
to be wiſhed, that unanimity and friendſhip may be maintained 

among the Churches of Chriſt ; eſpecially thoſe of the ſame 
denomination; and, we earneſtly hope, that the. ſeveral 

Churches under our care, will do every thing in their power 

to promote an object ſo truly deſirable: — and particularly, 
that no Church will admit into their Communion, à perſon 

excluded from any other Church, without properly examining 
the matter, and being fully ſatisfied that his excluſion was 

unwarrantable. 4 55 | ES 28 
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-We truſt, Brethren, that your Miniſters will always en- 
deavour to preſerve that purity of character, which is ſuited to 
their ſacred office, and ſo be able to ſay to you, with the 
Apoſtle, Be ye followers of us, as we alſo are of Chriſt. But 
we hope you will remember, that they are men of like paſſions, 
and ſubject to ſimilar infirmities with yourſelves ; you will, 
therefore, not only treat them with candour and tenderneſs ; 
but endeavour to vindicate their characters, if unjuſtly aſperſed. 
Againſt an Elder receive not an accuſation, but before "oy or | 
rac Res | 6) three 
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' three witneſs. 1 Tint, v. 19. Above all, we entreat, that 
/ you will not to bear your Miniſterg on your mind at 

| the Throne of Grace: Their language to you is, Brethren, 


A pray for us ou will not, you cannot refuſe to grant this 
(bete 7 Ha * | * 


Before we coticlude our epiſtle, permit us to point out to you, 


the great importance of paying a conſcientious regard to that 
order and aiftipline we have been attempting to recommend. 


In the firſt place, you will hereby diſcover your ſubjection 
to Chriſt, as the only Head and Governor of the Church. 
Hes, Chriſtians, is your Law-giver, and you ought to manifeſt 

our ſubjection to him, by Obſerving all things whatſeever 
be has commanded you. Matt. xxviii. 20. | 


2dly, By a due attention to the laws Chriſt has appointed 

to be obſerved in his Church, the glory of God will be pro- 

| moted, The God we ſerve is the God of Order; and when 

all things which reſpect his worſhip, are done decently and in 

eder, God will be glorified:— And we ought, Brethren, 

Whether we eat, or drink, or whatever we do, to do all ta the 
glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. 1 


3aly, Were Chriſtian Societies ſtrictly to obſerve theſe laws 

of | Jeſus Chriſt, they would, in ſo doing, effectually promote 
their own peace and comfort. Neither reaſon nor ſcripture en- 
courages thoſe ſocieties, that pay no regard to the inſtitutions of 


our Divine Maſter, to expect either peace, or proſperity. But 
were Churches to walk according to that perfect, that divine 
rule, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have preſcribed ;—were 
they perfectly joined together in the fame mind, and in the 
fame judgment; did they ſincerely endeavour to keep the 
unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace, and to live in love 
and peace; we are aſſupd that the God of love and peace 
would be with them. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 8 


4thiy,. Were order and diſcipline properly obſerved in Chriſ- 
tian Communities, it would have a tendency greatly to promote 
the intereſt of our holy religion. Did the Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity walk in the fear of the Lord, and in the order of the 
Golſpel, they might expect, not only to enjoy the comfort of the 
Holy Ghoft, but to be edified and multiplied abyndantly. To 
ſee the Diſciples of Chriſt dwell together in unity, and wall ” 
K | a 
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our Saviour's kingdom enlarged; ' er things are traut, 
- whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, what 


ſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lyvely, whatſoever 
things are of good report; theme he an 4 if there be 


any praiſe, let us think on theſe things. hil. iv. 
Finally, Brethren; let us walk in wiſdom towards them that 
are without ;—let us follow peace with all men; and holineſs, 


without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord; let us take heed that 


we do not wound religion in the houſe of her friends. The 


unholy lives of wicked profeſſors; have done more injury to 
the cauſe of Chriſtianity, than the moſt violent oppolition of 
its open, and avowed enemies. We call ourlelves the friends 


of Chriſt ; God forbid that we, like Judas, ſhould betray him! 


May divine grace enable us, by à regular and holy life, to 
recommend the religion of our Great Redeemer 40 all around us! 
May we be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God without 
rebuke, in the midſt of a, cracked and perverſe generation. And, 
after having walked in the order of the goſpel here on earth, 
may it be our unſpeakable happineſs to hear our Divine Maſter 


fay to us, Mell done, good and faithful ſervants, enter ye into 


the joy of your Lord 
| rn 


Met on Wedneſday June the. zd, at two o'clock : Brother 
Hirſt began with prayer. Brother Wood preached from 2 
Tim. iii. 16. Brother Fawcett, from Matt. xxii. 37-40, and 
toncluded with prayer. | : N 


At ſix in the evening met again: — Brother Fawcett was 


, © Choſen Moderator, and began the meeting with prayer. The 


letters from the Churches, and the Circular Letter, drawn up by 
Brother Aſhworth, were read ; and Brother Sharp concluded 
with prayer. | | Et 15 | 


Thurſday morning at nine o'clock, met again: Brother 
Sharp prayed. Brother Littlewood preached from 1 Pet. ii. 7. 
former part. Brother Aſhworth, from Pſ. xvii. 15. latter part, 
and Brother Stutterd concluded the meeting with prayer. 
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all the ordinances and commands of their Divine Mater, how 
3 Surely thoſe who behold them, muſt be ready to 
fay, We will go with you, for God is with you.“ If, then, Wwe 
with to promote the honour. of 153! cor if we wich to fee 
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AG N E E D, 


410 the Church at Mancheſter be added to the Altöcistion 
hat the caſe ot that Church is highly worthy of encourage- 
ment; and that the Miniſters bring it forward, in their re- 
ſpective congregations, as ſoon as poſſible. 


That tach of the aſſociated Churches be requched to ſend 4 


letter to the Aſſociation, mentioning the number of members, 


and the ſtate of the Church; whether the Miniſter can attend 
or not. | 


; That each Church! in the Aſſociation take 50 of the printed 
etters. 


That Brother Littlewood be deſired to draw up the Circular 
Letter for the next year. 


Ide nen -Aﬀriation- be: held at wr A on the 


Monday and Tueſday in Whitſun-week. 5 
ee MR. X22 O10 


